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SECOND GROUP OF AMERICAN EMBASSY BUILDINGS 

R ARELY H AVE MffiRICA AR HITECTS been challenged 
as in the program of building emba ie abroad by the 
. La le Department. Archite L ommi ioned Lo plan th 

a riou buildings are a ked for design wbi h will (1) 
r pre ent merican architec ture abroad. and (2) adapt 
lhem lve to local condition and culture o d ftly 
tha t the are we! omed, not criticized, by their ho t . 
Archite Lure i asked t o undertake a high! important 
diplomatic mi ion. 

T he d ign her hown are a second group (fir t 
group, R llITECTURAL R E RD, l\lay, 1955) in a pro
gram genera l! characterized a remarkably successful. 
T he device of an architec tural advi or pan 1, a i ting 
the Foreign Buildings Opera lion of th ta le Depart-

ment in the election of architect and in reviewing their 
desians, ha led t o good communicalion between the 
arcltilcclural fra tern_ity a11d officialdom both in Wash
ington and abroad. 

At the beginning of the program the panel con i ted 
of Pi tro Bellu chi, F .A.I. ., Dean of the chool of 
Architec ture and Planning, M.I.T. , lfenr h pley, 
F .A.I.A. , hepley, Bulfinch, Richard on & AbboU, 
Bo ton ; and Ralph Walk r, F.A.I. ., Yoorhee , Walker, 

mith & mith , New York ; and chairm an Col. Harry 
. McBride, former i Lant ecretar of tate. Jn a 

plan of rotation of panel members, Mr. Walker ha been 
replaced b Richard M. Bennett, F .. I.A., Loebl, 

chlo man & Bennett, Chicago. 
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Em.bassy Residence and Staff Quarters 

Seoul, Korea 

Earnest J. Kump, Architect 

rhe design of the new building recalls Korean 
>recedents, but it i so planned as to permit 
:conomical construction in a day when Korea 
ias lost many of its old skills and crafts. 

The tructure i of reinforced concrete laid 
>Ut on a modular basis, with walls faced in 
:olored tile and the deeply projecting roof 
:overed with like material. The representa
ional rooms are located in a one story wing 
·onnected to the main house which is the fam
ly's private residence. A portion of the old 
·e idence will remain as a separate part of the 
u-chitectural composition, and be used for 
;uests. 

-,taff Housing 
Vienna, Austria 

rfenry Hill, Architect 

;taff housing in Vienna will consist of two
:tory, garden type units of one, two and three 
>edroom . The units are staggered and ar
·anged in groups around an interior green 
:pace. 

The structures are concrete with a marked 
rertical emphasis on mullion supports to give 
l visual two-story scale to the horizontal 
na ses. Another exterior feature is the dec
>rative use of colored tile inserts in spandrel 
'acings, and in panels in which windows do not 
>ccur. 

Staff Housing 
flelgrade, Yugoslavia 

Carl Koch, Architect 

fhe buildings will be of reinforced concrete 
'aced with natural or precast stone. This 
ipartment house will be built around an in
;erior garden fronting on two sides with play
~ound facilities for children. Balconies for 
~ach apartment will face this garden. A built-in 
~arage and storehouse for the use of Embassy 
per onnel will also be included. As it is built 
m a sloping street the height of the structure 
will vary from three to six floors. 

I . 

A !ERICA El\1BAS Y B ILDI G 

Office Building and Staff Housing 
Accra, Gold Coast 

Harry Jflee e, Architect 

The office building will be el in a one and a half acre plot. It i to 
be of reinforced concrete rai ed on stilts al'ouod a garden with office 
on the second floor. It will not be air conditioned, but the four sides 
of the building are to be faced with ·creened wooden jalou ie and 
further protected from the un by a large roof overhang. The net 
office space is over 8,000 square feet in area including a gallery and 
reception room. 

The staff housing will he located on 7.39 acre , in two buildings 
having two one-bedroom, four two-bedroom, and two three-bedroom 
apartment , making eight units altogether. Later three houses for 
Consulate officers will be added. Building will be of reinforced 
concrete raised on tilts with open car parking underneath. Exterior 
walls will be of screened wooden jalousie to catch prevailing breezes. 
Large overhanging roofs will protect against the sun and rain. The 
in ulated ceilings will be dropped to create a ventilated space under 
the roof. 
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Office Buildin g 
Amman , Jordan 

Paul Rudolph, A rchitect 

The cljmate does not require air conditioning 
but the archltecL has taken pains Lo provide 
un protection for roof and wall . The former 

consi t of a complete roof covering by mean 
of paced, concrete ribs which are beam
supported on full two- Lory columns. The lat
ler, wall protection, i accomplished by a 
cavity wall approximately 20 inches thick. 

The e two features combine into a unified 
piece of archi tectural deign; the open roof 
and its columns providing a disciplined form 
under which the more irregular mass of the 
building creates an interesting pattern of 
masonry. 

Office Building 
0 lo, 'orway 

Eero aarinen, Architect 

T he buildin"' i triangular in plan and virtual ly 
occupie the whole of the property. Perimeter 
offices surround an enclosed interior court. A 
pecial feature is the preca t exterior wall 

which i load-bearing al each Ooor and obviates 
the use of column . This permits treatment of 
Lhe elevations a an over-all pattern of win
dows, mullions and pandrel . 

The exterior facing will be in effect a dark 
granite chip terrazzo, and the windows double 
gla ca ement made of teak wood and painted 
white. 

Office Building 
Karachi, Pa.kistan 

Richard J. Neutra, Robert E. Alexander, 
A rchitects 

The proposed U. . Emba y office building 
will house the bu ines activities of the Em
bassy, U.S.I.A., LC.A., and the Defen e At
tache , and will be a permanent fireproof 
building, completely air conditioned. 

The office building will contain approxi
mately 69,000 gros square feet, including a 
garage and equipment wing. warehou e of 
16,000 square feet will al o be constructed at 
the rear to be used in connection with U. .I. . 

Ojfi.ce Building 
Quito, Ecuador 

Vincent G. I< ling, Architect 

AMERICA El\IBASS Y B ILUI GS 

The propo ed . S. Embas y office building will hou e the bu ine 
activities of the Embassy, U.S.I.A., and a portion of Lhe Defense 
acti ities. The building will be con tructed, in the majority, of native 
material and will be a reinforced concrete and anti-earthquake 
structural system. Although located on the equator, a heating y tern 
will be required because of the sudden changes of temperature. The 
present cheme provides for approximately 30,000 quare feel. 

Office Btiildin g 
Port-au-Prin ce, Haiti 

Don Hatch , A rchitect 

The Embass office buildin" will be located on a triangular ite on 
the pre ent exposition ground and will overlook the bay. The 
building will be partially air conditioned with the use of colored 
aluminum vertical fm and heat resi Ling glass lo reduce the glare 
of the sun, and will be oriented o a to take full advantage of the 
ocean breezes. Exten ive piling will have to be used as the ground 
water i approximately two feet below the idewalk level during the 
rainy season. 
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