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THE CABANA CLUB designed for Sanderling Beach, Inc., at Siesta 
Key is simple, appropriately gay in concept, and architecturally 

of much interest as an example of technical excellence applied with 
a sure esthetic sense to a common design problem. At first glance 
the plywood she ll roofs - which a re detailed on the following pages 
- would seem to command the most attention. These are exciting. 
it is true; but of at least equal importance are such matters as the 
careful organization of the units on the site, so that the identically 
repetitive cabanas and groups of cabanas are not monotonous; the 
use throughout of standard framing lumber sizes in ways that 
average labor can execute with little difficulty; and a certain rever
ence for the essence of architectural tradition which may not be 
obvious. Rudolph says he prefers things which, like the classic 
column, have "a beginning, a middle and an end"; one can almost 
find here the satisfactions afforded by the traditional capital, 
tympanum and architrave. The economy of means is also in thP
classic spirit. 

Siesta Key is a restricted development; this is its beach club, and 
several resident-members participated in its cons truction. 



FLORIDA BEACH C LUB 

-~?:...--~ .. ~-~- ,.._ 
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The rendering on the preceding two pages shows one of the first schemes 
for the central pavilion. A bove is the final design, not yet built 



Barrel-vaulted roof is formed of two 

lapped, g lued sheets of Y2-in. ply

wood, held by edge members bolted 

down to withstand lifting action of 

wind. Tie rods, at first thought neces

sary, were omitted because method of 

forming made thrust negligible: p ly-

1wod sheets were bound to a short 

radius while glue set; when released 

they expanded to final curvature 
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A 20-year-bonded built-up roof was used after 

"cocoon " roofing (used in moth-balling naval 

equipment) had been considered and discarded 

because initial and amortized cost were both high 
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The central pavilion (facing page; photo below taken from beneath 
it) is also deceptively simple - the resnlt of careful refinement and 
detailing. As in cabanas, all members are standard framing lumber 
so placed that each piece does its job economically and directly. 
Steel cables in tension brace the structure diagonally. The only 
concealed fastenings occur in stair and platform railing, where the 
corners are joined with 3-i-in.-thick steel plates mortised into 
the abutting wood members like splines. 
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© Ezra Stoller 

Cabanas are in small groups around 

the pavilion; more may be built in 

the future. Each cabana is equipped 

as the permanent occupant wishes, 

including such items as refrigerator, 

sink, bar storage, shower, closet, 

etc. Doors at both ends (see details 

on preceding page) and canopies 

front and back provide welcome ven

tilation and shade. Toilets are in a 

separate unit behind the pavilion 

ARCHITECTURAL RECORD 




